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Can you start with introduce your-
self a bit?

Yes, | can (laugh). My name is Fan-

ny. I
Taiwan for almost 18 years, but not

m French. I' ve been living in

continuously, because in the begin-

ning | was doing some back and
H forth, but I
living here for ten to twelve years.
And I

man, and have a baby. Now I m

ve been consistently

m married to a Taiwanese

teaching French in NCCU, and I" ve
been teaching in universities for

about 10 years.
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How would you describe your-
self?

This is a very difficult question
(laugh) cause | don’ t think | can
be very objective. | would say
" m pretty outgoing, | really like
to hang out with people, socialise,
talk to people, discover new things
and new culture, so | think I' m
pretty outgoing and very adven-

turous.
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Is there a moment that makes
you want to become a professor

(or teacher)?

That' s a very interesting ques-
tion. I' ve actually been asked the
same question from your class-
mate a while ago, and | told them
that it’

was about three years old, (so |

s a fun fact that when |

was really small [laugh]), | told my
parents that | want to be an En-
glish professor in China (laugh).
That was very oddly specific, and
my parents really didn’ t under-
stand why China and why English.
" ve never actually changed my
mind. | don” t know why. China
was the goal (laugh). And | started
to teach English here a very long
time ago. | actually made it (laugh).
So | don” t know when there was
a specific moment that | told my-
self | want to become a teacher
because | don” t remember that
far, but it" s something that was

always there.
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Why did you change from English

to French?

This is life (big laugh). | came here
teaching English because when |
started to do my phd., it was really
really easy to find English teach-
ing things as a foreigner, especially
(it" s pretty bad but) as a Cauca-
sian foreigner, because there are a

lot of &P and language schools

that would rather employ a Cauca-
sian person to teach English even
though we are not native. So this
is how | started, but this is not my
specialty, it" s definitely not my
native language and my English is
definitely not perfect. And | got an
opportunity to teach French, and
this is how | entered the field, and |
actually really really liked it. Then |
specialised myself, | did some train-
eeships, | took some certifications,

then | switched to French.
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If you are not a professor now,
what do you think you would
be? Why?

So | would tell you | would teach
something other than French. But
if | had to choose a completely
different path, | would say that |
actually have more of a corporate
mind. My PhD is in an economic
and political-science international
relationship subject, and my thesis
Is about luxury goods and coun-
terfeit, so | initially wanted to get
into any kind of corporate jobs in
the law and counterfeit fields for

companies. But in Taiwan, it" s ac-

tually very very hard, there’ s no
HQ here.
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What is the best memory

through your whole career time?

So many (laugh)! Before teaching,
| actually did a lot of different kinds
of jobs because | started to work
really early, so | have a lot of dif-
ferent happy memories regarding
the different kinds of jobs | did. But
in teaching, | feel everyday | have
some really really nice moments,
and | know it sounds very cliché,
but the truth is that | really like to
be with students and exchange
thoughts. Almost everyday, | have
a moment in the day when we
have a big laugh in class, so | actu-

ally have a lot of little happiness.
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In your view, what's your special
advantage that differs from the

other teachers?

This is really hard because | don” t
have big self-confidence. Because
" m quite young as a professor, (|
still consider myself to be young), it
has advantages as well as disadvan-
tages, but | would say this is prob-
ably what I consider to be my best
advantage because I' m not so far
from the students, in terms of age
gap and life experiences. So | can
have empathy for these situations
that you are going through and ev-
erything. Again, | really don" t con-
sider myself as better than others.
But maybe my DELF certification,
that really really helps me because

| have a really clear idea of what
kinds of things you need to reach
for every level, namely A1, A2. And
| will know how to prepare for these
different kinds of levels. Because my
PhD was not in French or French
literature, and | have a French certi-
fication as a teacher, so also one of
my advantages is that | have a dou-
ble-qualification. So for all the class-
es like cross-cultural study classes, it

is an advantage.
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As a professor, is there anything

you learn from your students?

So much, obviously. First, culture
and language. | also actually learn
how to teach because you are all
different. | mean different universi-
ties have different kinds of students,
but even in each university, you
have so many kinds of students. So
you get to enrich your experiences
as a professor because you meet
all these different kinds of students
, you need to adapt yourself, you
have to adapt your teaching to all
these different kinds of students. So
| actually learn a lot, in terms of be-
ing a professor; and even human-
ly speaking, | learn a lot because
| meet so many different kinds of

people every year, so it" s really en-

riching.
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Being in the same area (as a per-
son who teaches other) for over
ten years, do you still have the

passion in your career, and why?

So yes, | think, again, this is com-
ing from the fact that | have a dou-
ble-specialty because I’ m not
French only, so it s a lot easier to
keep the passion going. First, be-
cause | explore French through
these subjects; second, because |
didn" t do a PhD in French, for me,
it" s like discovering a new subject
afterwards. Of course, it" s my na-
tive language and | did French study
in France, but I' m still learning
and still discovering, and actually
that' s proper for being a professor

at university level, because you are



supposed to do research. So it" s
not only about teaching, it" s about
enriching yourself, in terms of lan-
guage and teaching. So it" s actu-
ally very easy to keep the passion
going. And because you have new
students every year, and you meet

new people, it s never the same.
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What are the differences between

being as student and being as a

teacher in Taiwan?

My case is a bit hybrid because |
was a PhD student here, so it" s not
so much like undergraduate class-
es where you only need to attend
classes and have the exams. When
you are PhD students, of course you
have a few classes, but it" s mostly
about writing your thesis, and it" s
about doing research. So | was really
halfway, and while | was a PhD stu-
dent, | was already teaching. So my
situation was a bit hybrid because
| did both at the same time. It was
actually helpful to do both at the
same time because you understand
even more and better the students
and what they are going through,
because you are going through the
same thing. And the biggest dif-
ference, | would say it s how you
manage your schedule. Because as
a teacher, you organise yourself as
you want in advance when you are
preparing your syllabus. But obvi-
ously, when you are a student, you
are undergoing the syllabus, you
don’ t have the choice. But then,

it" s the same, for that you have



homework and you' re giving me
homework because | need to cor-
rect the homework, | have to pre-
pare for the classes and be in the
university all the time. Actually, it" s

somehow super similar.
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Although you have lived in Taiwan

for such a long time, is there any
cultural difference that you still

can't get used to?

This is an everyday struggle (laugh).
| know pretty much all the cultural
differences now, obviously, because
I ve been here for such a long
time and | see it everyday at home.
But there are still many things that
| can’ t get used to, it" s not that
| cannot, it" s that it still strikes me
every day that it" s there. So of
course you overcome it after so
many years, but it’ s still going back
right into your face. ([whisper] It" s
not this way, it" s that way.) | would
say it" s mostly the food. Not only
what you eat, but when you eat. In
Taiwan, people eat so early at night
especially. Also | would say, how
people are. | would say it is the big-
gest thing. In Taiwan, it" s very civ-
ic and at the same time it" s very
much about respecting the rules of
everything, like you wait in line for
getting in the bus, or even though
you are allowed to take off your

mask now, I' m the only one with-



out the mask in the street. So it' s
all these little things, but I

to it. It' s a constant reminder that

m used

" m not part of it (cute laugh).
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After living in Taiwan for such a
long time, when you return to
France, do you feel you have been

changed a bit?

Oh yes, so much. | mean | didn" t
realise until people told me, because
for taiwanese, I' m a lot, at least
that'

husband have been telling me, I' m

s what my friends and my

really emotional and apparently I' m
a lot to be around; and in France,
they keep telling me that you are so
discreet, peaceful, and not emotion-
al. So | would say now I' m in be-
tween, and that’ s the biggest thing

" ve changed. It toned me down.

mEREBESESBERTBEALZ
% BCAWREIE?
A EEZ - BNERZEIBAS

KB RAIBHINENE  RhA¥A

EANAGER - HRBERm - 203
AEMBHE L NBEEESHH - BZE
HENRIBELL - EAFEER ) B
AR - M —ESHR - HEMNR

& A ABEIE o PRRAFUARIR
EHEZNTNMEZE - EoLRE
HER AL -

How would you describe your
hometown, and what are the
major difference between the

city you live right now and your



hometown?

Nothing is the same (laugh). My
hometown is not a small, but mid-
dle-sized city. It' sa "préfecture” ,
sO it means it" s the most import-
ant city of the French department,
which is the smaller-size region. So
you have everything. It" s not small,
but a lot smaller than the cities here.
Like most countryside cities, it" s a
very green city. People live in hous-
es with gardens and there are a lot
of parks. And | don’ t live very far
from the ski resorts, so (especially
now [December]) | should be in the
snow. It s much more nature-driv-
en. And because it' s a smaller city,
everybody knows everybody and
people talk a lot more to strangers,
we communicate a lot more; and
here, it' s very anonymous because
it" s alarger city, you don’ t (com-
municate with others that much),
for example, people don’ t talk
to their neighbours, | think I' m
the only one, and they think I' m
a weirdo because | talk to all the

neighbours and all the little shops

around, to me, they are part of my
daily life. Also the public transporta-
tions, because in France, if you live
in a smaller city, people drive ev-
erywhere; but here, you can drive,
but because of the traffic jam and
the parking slots, it" s actually not
that convenient to drive, it' s better
to take public transportation. And
also pollution, the air is quite dirty
here. It" s very polluted. And the
rain, it" s constantly raining here.
And the pace of life, everything is so
fast here. People move fast, people
don’ t take time, people wouldn” t
take time for a coffee outside, just
talk and relax. People need to do
stuff, and they need to be efficient
with their time. In France, it" s much
slower. Everything is slower and
chill (laugh). It’

though, it" s not only in my home-

s a country thing

town.
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As an adult, do you sometimes

miss your youth time? Why?

For me, youth is not about not
working. Maybe it s about cultural
differences. But in France, most stu-
dents work. | started in highschool,
but it depends on people. | started
in highschool because my parents
value the fact that | should learn the
value of money and work. Lots of
people are convinced that the more
early on you start to work, the more
it helps you find motivation in study,
because you are doing bad jobs
in the beginning, so if you don’ t
want to end up like this your whole
life, you better study. So it was the
mindset that | was brought up to.
Even though my parents paid for my

tuition fees, | would need to sustain



my leisure activities and everything
that | wanted outside basic needs.
And | would say, | don’ t miss it
because | had a very very colourful
youth. | did many things, maybe too
many things (laugh). | travelled a lot,
| lived in many different countries, |
had work experiences in many dif-
ferent countries before Taiwan. Be-
cause | was a student for so long
and also | had a very long youth, |
don’ t really miss it, | feel | did ev-

erything that | wanted to do before.
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As a teacher (and a professor),
what kind of person would suit
this job?

| think you have to love people
because if you don’ t like being
around people, then there’ s obvi-
ously a problem (laugh). So first of
all, you have to have human quality,
in terms of you have to like being
with people, meeting people, so-
cialising with people, because you
have to talk to people literally the
whole day. | would say patience,
because people learn with differ-
ent paces, some people learn real-
ly quickly, some people are slower,

and you have to adapt. And for



some people, you need to repeat,
repeat and repeat over the same
thing, and it" s not the student’ s
fault because people learn at differ-
ent paces, with different ways and
everything. And also, even though
| told you, every year is different,
but you are still teaching the same
thing. So you need to be able to do
the same thing over and over again.
And you need to love school. If you
can’ twait to finish school and your
student life, being a teacher is defi-
nitely not for you, because you (are
going to) spend your whole life in

school.
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As a person who have more life
experiences than us, can you give

us some advices?

This is a very funny question be-
cause when | read this question,
| felt like a million years old (big
laugh). I don” t have the pretension
to give you life advice because | feel
" m still in the beginning (laugh).
But obviously, I lived more than you,
and maybe | have more life experi-
ences than some of you. | would say
that, first of all, you shouldn’ t limit
yourself. Don" t be scared of doing
anything. Go abroad or travel, try.
People need to try. And trying will
give you a sense of responsibility

because you won’ t have mommy



and daddy behind your back to do
things for you, you will need to do it
on your own. Study (laugh). Because
a lot of students, they can’ t wait
to graduate in their fourth year and
start to work, which | totally under-
stand. Study is not for everybody,
however you need to enjoy the pro-
cess and don’ t be too impatient
to leave school, because the grass
is not greener elsewhere, and the
working environment comes with
different challenges. But | would say,
the more qualified you are, usually
the better the job. Not all the time,
but usually. And even if it" s not the
best job right away, at least you can
climb up much faster. Usually it" s
about what is gonna give for your
work, but it also helps you learn and
grow as a person. You are going to
discover more about yourself, and
you' re going to meet so many dif-
ferent interesting people. Because
also when you are still a student,
you are building up your social
network. So the longer you stay

at school, the more you learn, the

more people you meet. So try and

study.
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